
Design Studio 22:

Unproductive Products



Type as Research



Different Times, ABC Dinamo



LL Unica77



Unica has had a conflicted history from the very beginning. After Linotype bought a 
license for Neue Haas Grotesk (1957) and developed it into Helvetica for their hot-
metal machines (1960) and for phototypesetting (1969), they prevented the Haas 
Type Foundry from licensing the font to any other manufacturer of phototypesetting 
devices. In response, Haas eventually decided to develop a new typeface tailor-
made for the technology. They brought in Team’77 (André Gürtler, Christian 
Mengelt, Erich Gschwind) to conduct a thorough analysis of four formally related 
typefaces – Neue Haas Grotesk, Helvetica, Univers and Akzidenz Grotesk Buch – as 
a basis for the new design.”

“



But it was not forgotten. In 2004, Lineto co-founder Stephan Müller came across a 
PostScript version of Unica in a Scangraphic specimen book from the early 1990s. 
As the font was no longer available to buy, he sourced a black market copy, made 
minimal changes to it and discreetly used it for an artist book. This quasi-revival 
made waves, and before long, Haas Unica became a revered tool of choice for many 
of the designers associated with Lineto.”

“



LL Unica77



Future Fonts



The Future Mono, Klim Type Foundry



The Future Mono, Klim Type Foundry



The Future Mono, Klim Type Foundry



Sign Generator, NORM



Sign Generator, NORM



The Hershey Fonts



Frank Grießhammer at San Francisco Public Library



Minotaur



Minotaur



Meta Font, Donald Knuth



Charactron Tube Diagram (US Patent 2735956)



Charactron Tube Diagram (US Patent 2735956)



Oscilloscope Clock Using Hershey Fonts



Calligraphy for Computers, A.V. Hershey



Calligraphy for Computers, A.V. Hershey



Calligraphy for Computers, A.V. Hershey



Calligraphy for Computers, A.V. Hershey



Calligraphy for Computers, A.V. Hershey



Hershey Fonts, Frank Grießhamme



MetaFont, Donald Knuth



MetaFont, Donald Knuth



Meta-The-Difference-Between-The- Two-Font, Dexter Sinister



Meta Font, Donald Knuth



Dexter Sinister



Meta-The-Difference-Between-The- Two-Font, Dexter Sinister



Letter & Spirit, Dexter Sinister



Kadist Logo, Dexter Sinister



The Contemporary Edition, Cover Design by Dexter Sinister



Latent Space, Federico Pérez Villoro and Nic Schumann



Latent Space, Federico Pérez Villoro and Nic Schumann



Latent Space, Federico Pérez Villoro and Nic Schumann



Latent Space, Federico Pérez Villoro and Nic Schumann



Adversarial Alphabets #1: How Machines Read, Federico Pérez Villoro and Nic Schumann



Instagram’s Alt Text Feature



Typeface as Program



Computed Type Design, Christoph Knuth



Computed Type Design, Christoph Knuth



Computed Type Design, Christoph Knuth



Shape Grammars, Jannis Maroscheck



Shape Grammars, Jannis Maroscheck



PDU, Dries Wiewauters



PDU, Dries Wiewauters



PDU Metal Stencil, Dries Wiewauters



Cree Alphabet



On his way to a sacred society meeting one evening Calling Badger and two singers 
came upon a bright light and all three fell to the ground. Out of the light came a 
voice speaking Calling Badger’s name. Soon after, Calling Badger fell ill and the 
people heard he had passed away. During his wake three days later, while preparing 
to roll him in buffalo robes for the funeral, the people discovered that his body was 
not stiff like a dead person’s body should be. Against all customs and tradition the 
people agreed to the widow’s request to let the body sit one more night. The next 
day Calling Badger’s body was still not stiff so the old people began rubbing his 
back and chest. Soon his eyes opened and he told the people he had gone to the 
Fourth World, the spirit world, and there the spirits taught him many things. Calling 
Badger told the people of the things he was shown that prophesized events in the 
future, then he pulled out some pieces of birch bark with symbols on them. These 
symbols, he told the people were to be used to write down the spirit languages, and 
for the Cree people to use to communicate among themselves.”

“

This Was Written On Stolen Indigenous Land, Chris Lee



Next Steps:


• Select one product direction and make progress on a prototype


Reminder:


• Workshop next weekend (Nov 12, 13)

• No class on Nov 10, optional 1:1 meetings


